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Ray Weick speaking. Wearein Tucson, Arizona, thismorning at 2737 East 21t Street and thisoccasion

isthat we are going to be taping an interview with Robert J. Moody. Bob Moody, as many of us know

him, was an early Extenson worker here in the State of Arizona and he's going to share with us some of
his recollections of what took place in agriculture, Extension, and even alittle bit about how he cameto be
asudent at the Univerdity of Arizona

Weick: Thismorning, Bob, we are glad to have you aboard and Bob, am | correct in stating thet it isyour
intention to give this taped interview and the typed transcript of the interview to the Arizona
Higtorical Society?

Moody: I'dbegladto doit.

Weick: Great. Wethink thisisagood project, Bob. | talked to you alittle bit about it before we started
taping and so our idealisto get some of the early things as peoplerecall them that happened for the
bendfit of those who weren't around at that time. We don't have any specific agendato take care
of things, but I'd like to start off and find out - | know you're from Montana origindly - how it is
that you happened to get down and be a graduate of the University of Arizona and an early
employee of Extenson in this State?

Moody: | went three yearsto the University of Montanamgoringin Forestry. | stayed out in order

to raise some money back in 1935 so that | could go back to school. Once, when | was



in Tucson on business, | went to the University of Arizona College of Agriculture to find
out about the College and the secretary there said, "Our Dean, Paul Burgess, is over
Acting President, and you could go seehim." So, thisbeing asmal country school | went
over and saw the President.

Weick: Thisredly happened at the Universty of Arizona?

Moody: It happened at the Universty of Arizona.

Weick: Prospective students could go see the Presdent?

Moody: That wasin thefdl of 1937. Dean Burgess gave me abig saestak about the University
of ArizonaCollegeof Agriculture. Hesaid, ™Y ou'd be making amistake to go back to the
Universty of Montana. We place dl our graduates and we'd be glad to have you here as
asudent." | enrolled as a student in the beginning of the second semester in 1938.

Weick: What areawas your work in, Bob?

Moody: | had to mgor in Botany because that was the closest thing to the Forestry mgjor | had at
Montana. Of course | had to take certain Ag courses and other required courses that
sudents had to have. Going dl through that, | met another sudent in the Botany
Department named Elizabeth Marsha | and we became very well acquainted and became
engaged and were looking forward to the time when we would graduate and I'd have a
job.

Weick: Where was Elizabeth from?

Moody: Elizabeth was from Miami, Arizona.

Weick: So you found yoursdlf a native Arizonian?



Moody:

However, both of us were transfer students. She had transferred from the American
University in Washington, D. C. and, of course, | had transferred from the University of
Montanain Missoula. | completed dl my requirements at the end of the first semester in
1939-40 and graduated in 1940. Just prior to graduation Dr. George Barr, who was
Head of the Ag Econ Department at the University of Arizona, contacted me and said,
"Could you come to my office for an interview?' | told him I'd be glad to. He sad,
"There's going to be an opening in this Department and when do you graduate?' | sad,
"| graduate at the end of the first semester," which would have been January, 1940. He
sad, "This job doesn't pay very much but you can think it over." | asked, "What does it
pay?' He sad, "$150 a month." | said, "I don't have to think it over, I'll take it." It

sounded like afortune.

Weick: It probably was by alot of - wedidn't even have any McDondd'sto spend your money on at that

Moody:

No. So | took the job, we got married in March, 1940 and | worked as an Assstant
Agricultura Economist in what we cdled "Land UsePlanning” whichwaspartly federdly

funded until that program was about to run out in July, 1941,

Weick: What were they trying to do in land use planning?

Moody:

We made surveys dl over the State to find out what rura areas were doing. The
Universty in their wisdom sent usto placeslike Coolidge and Casa Grandein the summer
and sent us to places like Holbrook in the wintertime. In the year that we were at
Holbrook, | had chains on my car for Sx weeks going up and down that rim from Show
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Low to Heber. It was avery interesting experience.

Weick: | believeit could be - 1940's, yes. Things were different then.

Moody: | knew that this job was going to come to an end and an opening had come up in the
Extenson Service as Assstant County Agent in PFima County in Tucson.

Weick: What did an Assstant County Agent in Pima County in Tucson do in 19407

Moody: The County Agent, C. B. Brown, wanted to get a boys 4-H program going and the
previous Assistant County Agents had worked on other types of projects but he told me
that he wanted me to concentrate on getting 4-H going.

Weick: Would this be one of thefirst 4-H . . .?

Moody: | was the fird 4-H Agent in Pima County for boys. The Home Agent, Evelyn Bentley,
handled al the home makersthingsaswell asgirls4-H. 1 went onthejobon Jduly 1, 1941,
and our office was on the third floor of the Court House, right under the big dome.

Weick: That was the Court House?

Moody: That's dl there was. | remember waking up those stairs with C. B. Brown and Miss
Bentley and he, as a gentleman, opened the door for her. She went in without saying
"Thank you" or anything else and when | had moved into the little office that | had there,
she came in and offered me her condolences.

Weick: Condolences! Was she a prophet at that time?

Moody: No, not redly. | enjoyedit. Weredly developed a4-H program. We worked through
therurd schoolsalot. We worked out into areas where there wasn't any rurd schools
where, | remember young Carl Ronstadt lived out onthe site of the SantaMargaritaRanch
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and | don't know where he went to school but | went out there and hel ped him with his4-
H program.

Weick: Where would that be from Tucson?

Moody: Southwest of Tucson, down towards Sasabe.

Weick: Santa Margarita Ranch - was there a school out in that area?

Moody: Therewasaschool at Arivaca- therewere severd rura schools. The school peoplewere
very cooperative. If | camein working with a4-H program, they gave me part of aday
to work with the kids. We didn't have to wait until after school because many of those
kids had to take buses back to their homes. We developed a good 4-H program.

Weick: What kind of projects did they have?

Moody: We had livestock, of course. We had gardening. We had alot of handicraft work. The
Stanley Company that makes tools provided us with alot of literature that helped in the
proper ways of using these tools. Anyway, that developed and | remember the first
Achievement Day that we had wasin the Spring, 1942. 1t was out a the Flowing Wells
School. Emil Rovey, by that time, had become the State 4-H Leader and he was there,
and Miss Bentley was presenting the awards for the girls. At the end of the presentations
to the girls, Emil stepped forward and said, "Now we are going to have the boys
presentations.” So | went up and we gave out the awvards and this was, | think, the first

Achievement Day that 4-H boys in Pima County ever had an opportunity to

Weick: We're taking about what, 1940 - 19417



Moody:

Thiswould have been Spring, 1942. We continued on and went down to Ajo we got a
dub started down there - areal good club. There was a teacher there who grew up
around Pumpkin Center up in Northern Arizona and had been raised on aranch. His
name was Kenneth McKee. | think the way we got in touch with him - he had been in
Tucson going to summer school and he and hiswife had aplace right closeto oursand we
got acquainted. | said, "Wouldn't you like to start a 4-H program in Ajo?' He sad, "l

would." Sowegot it going and we had severd fairs down there during thetimethat | was
an Agent here. The whole Ajo community cooperated in this. Along in the Spring of
1943, | had other duties in addition to being a4-H Agent because of the pressure of the
war. We were working on farm labor programs - we were working on laying out farm
plans for farmers - we were working on cotton - | had a column cdled the "Backyard
Farmer" inthe Tucson Daly Citizen and it ran onceaweek. Peopleweregrowing Victory
Gadensin ther backyards. 1'd get dl kinds of calls about what to do about making my
carrots grow better, some other thing, or how do you lay out a garden and how do you
prepare it, and we had a lot of fun doing that. In December of 1943, | was out & the
Universty getting some information on programs that we were doing in Pima County, and
after work | was walking towards Speedway to catch the bus out to where we lived on
Lee, and Director Pickerdl, Charles U. Pickerdll was the Director of Extension, and he
said, "Therés going to be achangein Yuma. Glen Blacklidge, who is the County Agent
there, wants to move to a community where there is college availability for his two sons.
Would you be interested in going to Yuma?' | said, "I cantt think of any place that I'd
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rather go." So we said very little about that, of course, because it wasn't supposed to be

public information. In May, 1944, we moved to Y uma

Weick: Y ou were the County Agent?

Moody:

| was the County Agent. At that time Glen Blacklidge moved to Tucson. Prior to his
moving here, he acquainted me with the generd agriculturein the areaand | had to come

back and finish up things in Tucson because C. B. Brown had retired.

Weick: He was the Agent here?

Moody:

Yes. Blacklidge wastaking over for him. Before Blacklidge took over on July 1, 1944,
| had to wind up the program that the Extenson Office had in Tucson. So my wife and
two smdl children were in Yuma without a car. In those days we didn't have a car for
everybody and thiswas, of course, during the war too. But on July 1, 1944, | went to
Yuma as the Extensgon Agent. In those days vegetables were important in Yuma. They

raised alot of lettuce - they raised alot of carrots.

Weick: Who were some of the growers back then.

Moody:

W, therewasthe McLaren Company. L. M. McLaren wasavery dynamic individud.
He had put together a team of people who were specidists in the various phases of
vegetable industry. Floyd Newcomer was the Head of that group. | think there were
seven of them and they each had a share in the company. There were other companies
theretoo. Therewasthe McDanid Company a Somerton. They were afamily company
that owned quite alot of land and the McDaniels had come to Y uma back in the 1930's
out of the Dust Bowl broke and they put together a good farming operation. Then there
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was F. H. Hogue who was more of a and therewasaJd. L.

Thompson. Thereason | knew al of thesefolksso wdll, we had afarm [abor program and
once aweek we met to planwhat the needs were going to be for the farm labor program.
We had the program where we brought the Mexican Nationas in - we caled them

"Braceros.”

Weick: Now these were kept in camps?

Moody:

These were kept in camps that were run by these employers. One of the biggest farmers
down in Southern part of Yuma Valey was L. P. Barkley. Les Barkley raised cattle,
raised dfafa, he had cattle on pasture and he raised grain. He didn't raise any vegetables
inthose days. | recdl going down there soon after | reached Y uma and he was having
trouble with yearling caves dying. They cdled it "red water disease” It was caused by
abreakdown in the kidneys and, as a smart young County Agent, | had just had a course
from Dr. W. J. Pistor before | come down there in Elementary Veterinary Medicine and
it told in therethat if this Stuation devel oped, you took the cattle off of the green feed they
were on and put theminadry lot, just dry feed. So | suggested they do that and they did

it and the cattle stopped dying.

Weick: And you looked like agenius.

Moody:

For alitttewhile. Along about that time, Pistor and Bartley Cardon who wasworking with
him, cameto Yumaamost weekly working with Barkley to try to find the answer to this.
They even brought calves here to Tucson and observed them trying to find out. | don't
think that they ever did find the answer toit. | recal onetime Les Barkley was building a
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st of corrds. The cattle busness wasn't very good and his cattle had been dying so the
Firs National Bank said to him, "We want you to el al those cattle, and do something
else" Well, hewouldn't do that. Hefed the cattle out, and in those dayswhich was 1944,
got pad for them. | was down there to see him and he said "L ookit here," and he pulled
acheck for $50,000 out of hisswesaty back pocket. | said, "If that wasmine, I'd getitinto
abank beforeit fdl gpart.” But anyway, thiswasthe result - he made money on the cattle
because he held out. If you knew LesBarkley - he could get away with doing things like

that. At any rate, agriculturein Yumain those days. . .

Weick: | haven't heard you say athing about cotton.

Moody:

There wasn't any. The last cotton in Y uma was grown in 1939 because there were no
insecticides to kill the lygus bugs and the stink bugs - we didn't have some of the more
recent cotton pests. But they kept cotton from being a profitable crop. Our crops were
flax - flax was the mgor crop. This was during wartime and linseed oil was in great
demand. Yuma was producing world-record yields of flax. W. B. Allen produced 60
bushds of flax to the acre on 160 acres. Harrison Emerick was written up in the Nationa
Agriculturd Y earbook for having produced aworld-record yield of morethan 60 bushels

to the acre on a 40 acre block.

Weick: Was that another Yuma farmer?

Moody:

A YumaVdley famer.

Weick: That Emerick - ishe any relaion to Elmer Emerick?

Moody:

That's Elmer's father.



Weick: | knew Elmer mysdlf but | didn't know his father.

Moody: Fax was our mgor crop and flax hadn't been grown long enough that we had any of the
disease problems that develop with any crop. But after somefive or Sx years of growing
flax, these disease problems started showing up. We were growing a variety of flax that
was hot resstant to most of the diseases because it was a new crop down there. The
variety was Punjab, just like the magician, and we made very highyields. Ernie Johannsen
who was another farmer inthe Y umaValley told methat growing flax wasjust like picking
dollars off atree. There were very few problems that went with it so we could count on
having an average yield of around 40 bushels to the acre and in those days flax was
bringing about $4.00 abushd. Then aswe started having problemswith flax, the acreage
and that went down.

Weick: Do you recdl what the price of flax was at that time?

Moody: Mogt of thetime when | firgt got there, it was somewhere around $4.00 abushel. There
was atimein the late 1940's where flax got up to $6 and $7.00 a bushel, again because
of the demand for linseed oil. Hax continued to be in demand until after the Korean War
and then it dropped off. It not only dropped off but we started to develop the synthetic
oilsfor paints and other things, so flax dropped to practically nothing.

Weick: What did they begin to grow &fter flax?

Moody: Widl, we were dways growing dfdfa for both hay and seed. We grew barley but we
didn't grow much whest.

Weick: What about grain sorghums?
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Moody:

There were some grain sorghums. Alfdfawas generdly not a high paying crop. Usudly
they'd grow it in order to get their land in shape for vegetables or some other crop in
rotation. Income from farming was not red good in those days. However, vegetables
were not like they are now, but vegetables were an important crop among about five or
Sx or sevenvegetable growers. Asl told you - | think | got off that subject - we used to
meet onceaweek inthe Vdley Cafein Yumato plan for the use of labor for the following

weeks ahead.

Weick: Now we're back during World War 11.

Moody:

Yes. We had thousands of these Mexican Braceros and they were very good help. We
aso had something dse. We had, when | first went to Y uma, we had Itaian prisoners of
war that had been brought in and they were placed in a camp out at Roll - tent camps -
and it was in summer, there was no air conditioning, and the water that they had there at
timeswaswell water which had a very high sdt content. So it wasn't the most desirable
place. The Itdian prisoners were - some of them were pretty good - some of them were
very emotiond. | don't think the Italian prisoners lasted very long but they lasted through
a least one seed crop for the Roll farmers where they raised dfalfa seed amost
exdusvdy. Then we brought in German prisoners of war who worked in dl phases of

agriculture, principdly in vegetables.

Weick: Where were they?

Moody:

They were established in a camp South of Y uma, about four miles, and wemoved into an

old World War |l barracks that were earlier

11



Weick: That the one up on the Mesaright across from the old Experiment Station?

Moody: just South of the old Experiment

Station. Those people were very good help and the farmers treated them well. |
remember when the McDaniel Company found out that they were supposed to furnish the
medls a noon inthe field. Every day they would have abig beef stew - out there they had
people cooking these things up in huge pots and the Germans redly liked that - beef and
potatoesand dl that. Anyway, the Germanswerethere until - thewar wasn't over yet but
it was getting close, and the Germans just were moved out. We didn't even know they
were going.

Weick: Suddenly you're without any labor.

Moody: We were out that source of labor and they moved the things out of the camp including

some of thethingsthat were owned by the Producer's Cooperative Association which was

the agency

Weick: Thiswas the War Labor Board?

Moody: Thiswas agroup of farmersthat caled themsaves the Yuma Cooperdtive. . .

Weick: But who moved the prisoners out?

Moody: The military up at Papago Park. Took them where, | don't know. Anyway, that pretty
well ended the war part of it. Then agriclturein Yuma- about that time the Yuma Mesa
started developing. YumaMesais an area of about 25,000 acres much of it was public
land owned by the United States. The United States camein, established dfdfaon farms
and then these farms were drawn by veterans of World War I1.
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Weick: Y ou're talking about when, now - after World War 11?

Moody: After World War 11 - we're talking about somewhere around 1947-48. Then we had a
whole new bunch of farmersthat came in and they had to have financid gability enough
that they could weether becoming established on thesefarms, but dl those farmswere put
into dfdfa. Thosefarmsadl had dirt ditches and when you put water down adirt ditch on
the YumaMesa, theditch just metsbecauseit'spure sand. Soit took them awhile before
they got concrete ditches but afew of those people till survive now. There must've been,
I'll say 60 or 70 of those homesteaders that camein. They not only homesteaded there,
they homesteaded in the YumaVdley on land that had been owned by the government,
and over inthe Bard Valey in Cdiforniaright acrosstheriver and that wasamgor change
in our agriculture.

End of 1st Sde of tape 1

Weick: Thisis Side 2 of Tape 1 and we're talking with Bob about homesteading and the growth of

agriculture acreage in Y uma County and that was an erathat was pretty sgnificant and full of alot
of things that were different, | know that. Were talking about the Yuma Mesa 60 or s0
homesteaders there and some in the Yuma Valey and some in the Bard area and then following
that - you may want to talk about that some more - we have the Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation
Project that came aong about then. So, pick up where we were at, on the YumaMesa

Moody: On the Yuma Mesa at that time the only citrus was in an established area caled Unit B
which was probably 2,000 acres which was mostly older citrus - grapefruit, orangesand

lemons.
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Weick: That had been there for quite sometime.

Moody:

Some of it was 40 years old when we went to Y uma, so early 1900's.

Weick: In fact the Univeraity dill has an Experiment Station up in some of that area?

Moody:

UpontheYumaMesa When | firg went to Yuma- | think we skipped over this - the
magor agricultural areawas the Y umaValey which had 50,000 acres and was one of the
fird irrigation projects established by the Bureau of Reclamation in the early 1900's.
Water was delivered from the Colorado River. Out East of Y uma, we had the North Gila
Vdley which was an area of about 6,000 acres and aso took water from the Colorado
River. Then we had the South Yuma Vdley which didn't have the availability of water
from the Colorado River and they used wellsand they raised very good crops and mostly

that's very good land, but the water was sdtier than the Colorado River water.

Weick: Bob, when did they get into the bermuda grass business because that'swhat | remember about the

Moody:

South Yuma Valley

South Yuma Vdley and the Wdlton-Mohawk area grew bermuda grass for seed partly
because of the sty water bermuda grass would grow under those conditions. The
Weéllton-Mohawk, prior to the time that the project was approved, it got down to where
there was only 5 or 6,000 acres of land remaining under cultivation because of the high
sdinity of thewdls. The crops that they grew were dfdfaand bermudagrass. Bermuda
grass made the soil, we cdl it "sweeten up the surface soil" to where afdfa would
germinate. When the dfdfa would germinate, they planted dfdfa and it grew there for
about three years and then it gradually died out and the bermuda grasstook over because
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the bermuda grasswasthere dl thetime. The practice wasto raise one crop of afafahay
thenturn the crop for seed and they didn't haveinsecticidesto control lygus bugsand stink
bugs, so they had a program of everybody cut their hay as close to the same time asthey
could, then they cleaned up dl the fence rows. Research had been done on that at the
Univergty of Arizonaand dso at Utah State so that it pretty well got these insects under
control and they were able to make their first crop of dfafa seed without a whole lot of
problems from that. So that was the mgjor crop - either bermuda grass seed which had
no problems a al and afdfa seed. Bermuda would make as much as 1,000 pounds to

the acre

Weick: As | recdl, somebody was tdling me that Yuma County was the principad bermuda grass

production areaiin the world.

Moody: | think probably more than 90% of dl the bermuda grass seed in the world was grown in
Yuma County at that time. They grew some in the South GilaValey, too. Bill Whitman
was amajor seed producer and also a marketer.

Weick: Whitman Seed.

Moody: He marketed bermuda seed and afafa seed dl over theworld. Out in the Roll area. . .

Weick: Now we're taking about before the Wellton-Mohawk Project

Moody: Thisis before there was any irrigation project on the Colorado River. OutintheRoll area
we had farmers like Wayne Wright, Harold Woodhouse, Charlie Buckeye,

Weick: There was Rohrbaugh (97) out there?

Moody: The Rohrbaugh's were down a Wellton.
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Weick: Oh, that'sright.

Moody: Frank Batley (§07) was one of the mgor seed growers and there were others that were
leaders out there but those people were redly the pioneersin the seed business and also
were mainly the leadersthat helped to get this project established - the Wellton-M ohawk
Project whenit findly was gpproved. They worked for yearsgetting that done. The South
Gila Vdley, | sad the Yuma Vdley had about 50,000 acres, the South Gila Vdley had
about 11,000 acres, the North GilaValey had 6,000 and then the Wellton-M ohawk was
down to about 5,000 acres. That was'Y uma County's agriculture.

Weick: That was dl there was?

Moody: There was no more until after the Wellton-Mohawk Project was approved.

Weick: And the Yuma Mesa?

Moody: The YumaMesawas another 25,000 acres. In the South Gila Valley, they changed the
way of ddivering water from the Colorado River. Imperid Vdley wanted to generate
some power in the All-American Cand, s0 instead of letting the water come down the
river, it was run down the All-American Cand through severd small power plants where
part of it was diverted into the Y uma ares, into the Bard Vdley and into the Yuma Vdley
and therest went over to Imperia Valey. When that happened, the Colorado River was
no longer recharging the South Gila Vdley with better quaity ground water, so the South
GilaVdley wels became very sdty and the Bureau of Reclamation came in in the early
1960's and put in an irrigation project there. It'sagood project.

Weick: When wasthis?
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Moody: I'd say, 1964 or 1965. Prior to that time the Wellton-Mohawk Valey Project was
approved. It was approved

Weick: Didn't they run water through there, though, to get it up to the Yuma Mesa?

Moody: Yes, they did. They had what they cdled the Gila Gravity Cand which took off from the
Wellton-Mohawk Main Canal, and this canal took water to the Yuma Mesa. The
Wdlton-Mohawk Main Canal took weter to the Wellton-Mohawk.

Weick: That would have been late 1940's and early 1950's.

Moody: | think it was about 1950 that the first water was delivered to the Wellton-Mohawk. That
project was approved, I'll say about 1948, and it was authorized but they had no financing
forit. So,1n 1949 farmersfrom the Wellton-Mohawk had been going back to Washington
for years trying to get this project approved - they finally got it approved through the
efforts of people like Senator Carl Hayden. We had no problems in getting Senate
finanang because Hayden wasthe Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee. Butinthe
Housg, it was adifferent story. Soin 1949 agroup of Welton-Mohawk farmers, Harold
Woodhouse, R. H. McElhaney and Charlie Buckeye made arrangements to go back to
Washington to try to get the House Appropriations Committee to gpprove the financing
of the project. | wasaskedto gowiththem. | had just resigned as County Agent and was
working with afarm machinery company in Yuma, Hartnet and Braden (§07?)

Weick: The John Deere dedler?

Moody: The John Deere and Caterpillar. So | went back and spent a week in Washington and
findly got into this hearing and the hearing was a committee on financing and I've forgotten

17



the names of the people on the committee. The Chairman of it was a fellow named Ben
Jensen who was afarmer from lowa. So when wewalked into the committee room after
waiting around for amaost aweek to get our turn, he said to the group as awhole, "You
know, we've been ligtening to people like you for over Sx weeks and were getting damn

tired of it."

Weick: Thiswasthe U. S. House of Representatives?

Moody:

Yes. | can't remember the name of the Congressman from Arizonawho formerly had been

aHigory professor at Arizona State. I'll think of it after a bit.

Weick: Well fill itinwhenwe comeback. | remember thesekindsof things, but | don't remember it ether,

Bob.

Moody:

At any rate, he smoothed things over and he said, "These people have come along way
and | hopethat youll listen to them. They have agtory to tdl you." The Chairman sad,
"All right, well give you 45 minutes™ | had worked for two months putting the report that
| had together, prepared with all kinds of maps and pictures and potentia for production
and thingslike that. We sat down, | think McElhaney made the initid remarksthen | was
put on to tell about potentia for farming in the Wellton-Mohawk, and Jensen said, "That's
along report you have here, could you just narrate from it without reading dl of it?' | said,
"| certainly could." He of course had a copy of the report and we had these pictures - |
started in and told him about seed increases, rasing dfdfa and rasing grain that would
come off with time enough in the Spring that we could send them up North and they would
get adoubleyidd. Actudly, more than adouble yied because we dways raised higher
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yields than they did from the States that they came from. So Jensen got redl interested.
He sad, "Y ou doing anything withwheat?' and | said, "Yes, weare," and | told him about
aproject we had raisng whest for Montana. He said, "Y ou know, when | wasakid, wed
go down to Kansas with the threshing crews - | came from North Dakota - and by the
time we had gotten back to North Dakota when our crop was ripe up there, the rust had
takendl of it and there waan't anything left. Areyou doing anythingonrust?' | sad, "We
got arust resstant variety growing right now.” Jensen asked me so many questions and
we were supposed to fly out of there that afternoon and | saw McElhaney leaving and |
knew he was going out to cancel our airplane reservations. Instead of being there for 45
minutes, we were there for about three hours with him asking questions about the

. The cap to thewhole thing was when Charlie Buckeye got

up and said, "Y ou know, | worked real hard to save thisfarm. By God, | don't want to
loseit now." Jensenwas across the table from me and he had tearsin hiseyes. He sad,

"By God, you're not going to lose it."

Weick: Thisis Charlie Buckeye?

Moody:

Hetold Charlie, and the project was passed.

Weick: Isthat right. That's an interesting story right there.

Moody:

Anyway, the Wd lton-Mohawk started. Of course, oncethey got their ditchesin and they
darted raising crops, they thought that the natura flow back to the river would take the
drainage out. Well, thisdidn't happen and they got some water-logged areas and they had
to put in drainage wellsand drainage channels. Now, the Wellton-M ohawk and the South
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GillaVdley aretwo of thefinest areasfor growing dl kinds of cropsasthere are anywhere
intheworld. Fineirrigation projects, high yields and land that's pretty much in demand.
That sort of givesyou. . .

Weick: That isvery - you know | worked in that area, Bob, and | never heard that story as well told as
| heard it here thismorning aswe makethistape. | think thisisared good example of why were
doing this Ora Higtory Project. We've now put down some things for posterity that | didn't think
an awful lot of people ever knew.

Moody: | think thereés alot of people that still don't know.

Weick: Well, there weren't but a handful of people there a that hearing that you're talking about. You're
probably one of thefew that are il left. Thisisfantastic. We could talk alot, but one of the other
things I'm interested in, Bob, is that you landed down therein Y umaas an Extenson Agent in the
early 1940's there, isthat right, and who were some of the staff people you worked with there?

Moody: | had aHome Agent named Mariel Hopkins. Her officewasnot inmine. Sheworked out

of her home. Director Charles Pickerdl did not approve of that but she had alot of friends
and he wasn't able to changeit, at least a that moment he wasn't. When | was there we
shared an office with the people we called the AAA.

Weick: Where was your office located?

Moody: In the Court House, second floor, and there were two of usthere, George Pickering was

the AAA ...

Weick: That was the Agriculturd Adjusment Act.

Moody: We worked very closely together.
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Weick: You gave me anamethere and | interrupted you.

Moody: George Pickering.

Weick: That's different than George Pickerdll.

Moody: Chalie Pickerdl. George Pickering was a farmer from the lower Yuma Vdley at
Gadsden. Hewasaso the. .

Weick: How many Extenson -youand. ..

Moody: That wasit.

Weick: You and Hoppy were the Extenson saff at that time.

Moody: Wewereit.

Weick: | used the name Hoppy because | also worked with Mariel Hopkins and she was known as

Hoppy.

Moody: That'sright. Shewasavery capablelady. She sent, probably, more kidsto Chicago on
4-H awards than anybody | ever knew. Sheldd go out and work with them individualy
after they had gotten to the stage where they were able to show that they had done some
achievement.

Weick: You were the - when did your staff begin to grow, then? Did you ever get more people?

Moody: In, | think about 1948, after the war things like the Farm-Labor program and other things
were pretty well over with and we needed to have a4-H program developed. So Director
Pickerell cdled me and sad, "We have ayoung man that we would like to have you look
over asapossble4-H Agent." Thiswas Albert R. Face from South Dakota

Weick: Hes on my ligt to do an interview with, too, Bob.
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Moody:

Weick:

Moody:

Weick:

Moody:

Al had been in the service and because of asthmawas discharged early because wherever
they put him wasn't good for his asthma and Al came there and he also went over to
Imperid Valey because they wanted a4-H Agent. They offered him more money over
there but | persuaded him that there was more chalengein the Y umaareaand he took the
jobin Yuma. Wdl, | was certainly happy about that and Al did a great job as a 4-H
Agent. Thenin 1949, | resgned as County Extenson Agent and Roy R. Young camein
as the County Agent.
Roy Young - alot of people knew Roy Y oung as a banker morethan.. . .
Roy Young later on bacame a banker and he was only a County Agent for about a year.
Following Roy Young, Al Face becamethe County Agent and you'll haveto go down the
lig from there on, Ray. | might missafew.
Wil - | can begin to pick some of that up from my persona experience not too far down the line
with that in Yuma County. Bob, this has been a great session here that we've had and weve
covered alot of ground and | know that having known you for along time, we didn't talk about all
the things that you've had for experience and things. Onethat 1'd like to go back before we close
out on thisthing, | made anote as you weretaking. | think it was avery sgnificant program and
alot of people didn't redize it and that's this over-winter seed increase thing that you mentioned
that you sold the Wellton-Mohawk project to the Congressman from lowaon that basis. That was
a program that redly had a high impact on the grain business throughout the Midwest of this
country at least.
Not only grain, but dfafa seed.
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Weick: Alfdfa seed aswdll.

Moody: Wayne Wright, who | mentioned before, grew the first dfdfafor the

State of Montana and he produced seed far superior in qudity to the seed that they sent
down to him for theincrease.

Weick: Correct meif I'malittle- | want you to get the story out. People who would get anew variety up
inthe North and they would send it to Y uma and grow another crop of seed over the winter and
it would go back with more seed to go into the ground in the Spring back in Montanaor esawhere.

Moody: One of the first grain crops that we grew was soon after | went to Yuma. People in

Montana and Albertaand the Northern Stateswere having troublewith what we called the
saw fly. The saw fly was an insect that got into the wheat sem and when the eggs from
the larvae hatched it would just cut off the wheat and the crop would be lost. So they
were suffering very severe losses.  In Alberta, they developed a new variety caled
"Rescue’ and they sent one bushel to Mesa one year to see whether it would grow in
Arizonaand it grew satisfactorily. Thenthe next year, | had acall from Dr. R. L. Matlock

who was the Extenson Agronomist in Tucson saying countiesto

see whether or not you were able to produce a hundred bushels of Rescue whest for a
seed increase for Montana He sent a telegram to I'm sure Pind County, Maricopa
County and Yuma County and | didn't answer histelegram - | cdled him. | sad, "l think
we can grow that better than anybody in the State" He said, "Well, fine. You get in
contact directly with the Extenson Agronomist in Montana,” and | did that. He sent down
those hundred bushels of wheet and we placed it with afarmer named John Bretz in the
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South GilaValey. Johnwas an excdlent farmer whether it wasflax or whatever he grew,

he was very precise. He planted this Rescue wheat and | think it was about the middle of
May the following year, probably 1946, that the crop ripened, he harvested it, | got in
contact with Ralph Mercer who wasthe Extenson Agronomist at Montana, and said, "We
got our crop ready for you." Right a that time dl the ralroads in the country threw a
freight strike and we had no way of making sure that wheeat was going to get to Montana
intime.

Weick: Intimeto get it in the ground.

Moody: He got in contact with the Great Northern Railway and they pulled some strings and they
made sure that that train came from Arizonaand it was ddlivered up dong what was cdlled
the "highline' in Montanawherethey were growing these dry-line crops and that grain was
unloaded into the farmers trucks right off the railroad cars and probably put in the ground
within aday or two after it got there. That was a very written up increase - the Rotarian

magazine, wrote that story on the Rescue wheat. Anyway, that was

one of the .| told Jensen in our legidative

conference in Washington about the Rescue whest too.

Weick: | think it'sagrest - it really had much more impact on

Moody: Then there were others that came in and grew barley and wheat and oats and pess. . .

Weick: | can recall afellow that showed up in the office when | wasin Y uma one time was duffing alittle
paper envelope into his shirt pocket - that's how much seed he had at that time.

Moody: Back when | was no longer a County Agent | grew some of those

24



Weick: Garden plot Szething. | didn't want to miss that part of the story because | know from my own
experience how important it was and it's one that an awful lot of people don't know that ever took
place. So, Bob, this has been a very ddightful period of time and were going to let you off the
hook. It's possible, we could come back and do this some more sometime. Right now, | want to
thank you very much and this has been a pleassant occason. ThisisHomecoming - tonight weve
got to go win that football game, right?

Moody: Exactly.

Weick: Okay. Thank you very much, Bob.
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