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An interview with Dr. Dean F. McAlister made by Gordon Graham on July 12, 1993 at
Mac'shome. I'm going to say that today is July 12, [993. It's a cloudy afternoon and
weve been having kind of ahot spell and werewith Dean F. McAligter at hishomesitting
in the dining room looking out at his beautiful petio. Y ou were going to say something?

| was going to tell you what the temperatureisoutside. | wasjust out there afew minutes
ago and it'sonly 84.

It was 100 and something about three days ago, wasnt it?

They said yesterday it got up to 95. With al this shrubbery around, our temperature stays
two or three degrees lower than at the airport where it has al that asphdlt.

I've known you for a long time, Mac, and I've got a question for you. You were, as |
knew you, Director of theresearch a the University, and your first nameis Dean. Did you
ever have fun with that when you were working in the university Stuaion?

Ohyes. You know when | redly had fun with it was when | was in the Soybean Lab at
the Universty of Illinois. | took great pleasure in caling someone around the university,
oncampus. 1'd cal - the phone would be answered by a secretary and I'd tll them, "This

is DeanMcAligter, would you let metalk with so and 07" Shed say, "Oh yes, Dean. I'll



Graham:

McAliger:

Graham:

McAliger:

Graham:

McAliger:

Graham:

McAliger:

Graham:

McAliger:

Graham:

McAliger:

Graham:

McAliger:

get him right away."

S0 you used it to your advantage, then.

Ohyes. It waskindafun to do it that way.

Let's go back to the beginning. Where were you born and raised?

| was born in Utah.

Go to high school there?

| went to high school and collegethereand | got aMasters at Utah State, and then | went
to the University of Wisconsin at Madison for aPh.D.

Everything in Soils - or what?

Wel, Utah Statehasan Ag Callege. It'saLand Grant College and hasagood Experiment
Station. | got my degree there in Agronomy.

When?

| got my degreein 1931. | got my Magtersin 1932 and then | went to Wisconsin and |
got my Ph.D. in 1936.

You came from Logan, Utah. Is there any rdationship between your family and the
Mormon religion that is rather important there?

Weél, yes. My great-grandad, Lorenzo Snow, was the fourth President of the Mormon
Church.

For heaven's sakes. Did you ever know him or was he before your time?

Wi, he was President before the turn of the century, for not many years - five or six - |
forget just how many, and then he died. Logan has the Temple, you know.
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Was he from Logan?

No - from Salt Lake.

Where did the family originate? McAliger - isthat Scotch?

It's Scotch. But Lorenzo Snow wasn't Scotch. My Granddad McAlister came from
Scotland.

Do you have brothers and sisters?

| was one of eight. | was next to the youngest. | have Sx ssters and one brother. My
brother wasthe eldest inthe family. He passed away someten or so yearsago. The next
onein the family was Venice McAlister and whose name now is Venice Lindsay. She's
the one, my sster, who was here and who got me thejob. She ran the shop where they
have movie machines and such. Anyway, she's 95 now and in Manor Care here in
Tucson.

Y ou must've been pretty well looked after if you had Sx sgers, then.

| wanted to tell you that my Dad died when | was four years old. He left a widow with
eght kids there in Logan and my Mother wound up earning her liveihood by taking in
boardersfromthecollege. We never suffered from lack of food or clothes or anything like
that, but it was ameatter of growing up with alittle bit of pressure financidly.

Wi, that was right during the depression so you had a pretty good

I'm not complaining & al about that, but | didn't have aDad - | don't have any memories
at dl of him because he died from gppendicitis before they had anything thet . ...
So you went from Utah State to Wisconsin and earned a Ph.D.?

3



McAliger:

Graham:

McAliger:

Graham:

McAliger:

Graham:

McAliger:

Graham:

McAliger:

Yes, | got my Ph.D. in Plant Sciencesin Physiology and | had aminor in Plant Breeding.
Okay. Thenwhere?

Then | went from there to a job with the USDA in Utah and their headquarters were at
Logan. and the job was in the Forage Improvement Program. My job was as a Plant
Physiologist and | worked with Plant Breeder WesKédller. Hewasin charge. 1t wasjust
the two of us and we were collaborating - cooperating with the faculty of the Utah
Agriculturd Experiment Station.

What were the main projects there?

Wi, | was working mainly on drought resistance in grasses and | was there from 1936
until | went into Service. | went into Service in July, 1942 and got out the end of 1945.
When | got out | was ill withthe USDA but | had severa opportunitiesfor changes and
| chose one - to be a Soybean Physiologist at the Soybean Lab a the Univeraty of Illinois.
What branch of Service were you in?

| wasin the Air Force. | wasan Aviation Physiologist. Our responsihility - | went down
to Aviaion Cadet Center in San Antonio, Texas, for my training - wasto get training inthe
use of oxygen equipment for high dtitude flying and night vision and things connected with
human physiology was what it amounted to.

But you didn't divert into human physiology when you got out of the service?

Oh, no. | 4ill had my job with the USDA and | had the opportunity to go to a job at
Texas or the one at the Soybean Lab or another and | chose to switch to the Soybean

Lab.
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How long were you & Illinois?

| was there for Sx years. | wasthere until January in 1952.

Working in soybean physiology?

There | worked with the Plant Breeders, hopefully to improve the soybean potentid for
yidd, etc.

Were soybeans at that time pretty much of an established crop, or were you working on
acrop to help establish and develop them more?

By 1952, the soybean was a fully established crop in the Middle West, and it was
completely adapted to the Middle West more than any other place in the United States.
Urbanaisright in the heart of the soybean country.

Do you recdl any of the people you worked with there?

Wil gosh I'd have to stop and think about it.

When did you come out to Arizona?

| came out in 1952. In January | was here for two or three days before the first of
February when my appointment started.

Wait aminute. Weve got to go back here. There's one important thing | forgot to ask.
When did Ada decide that you ought to follow her around alittle bit? Adasyour wife but
someone listening to this might think, who's Ada?

W, I'd kind of like to tell you that. In about a week now well celebrate our 61t
wedding anniversary.

Let'ssee - thisis 1993 and 61 years ago. And where was Ada from?
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She's from Logan, aso. She came there from Idaho.  She came from an agricultural
environment up in Downey.

Y ou met her in college?

She was a Senior in high school when | first met her on adancefloor. That'swhy we il
go to dances once aweek.

Oh, doyou redly? You like the samekind of music | do - Lawrence Welk and dl that
duff.

Oh, yes!

Tdl me about your family.

My brother, who was the oldest one in the family, went into the military in World War |
and he was over a El Paso. That was a border military station trying to run down --
Geronimo, was it?

Geronimo was one that was in Mexico at that time.

Widl, he was down there in Officer's training where he had earned his commission and
while he and some of his buddies were out swimming in the Rio Grande, he dove and
broke his neck. It didn't kill him but it did make it so that when he findly recovered his
neck was alittle bit stiff and so he waslet out of the assgnment. He had dready gotten
hiscommission, as| said. Hewent back to Logan then because he was on leave from the
military and finished his BS degree a Utah State and then he went into ROTC in colleges
around the west, modtly.

What about your kids. Where are they and who are they?
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Okay. We havefour sons. Two of them arrived at the sametime, 13 years after we had
been married. People said, "Serve'syou right for waiting so long." We were so proud of
them and we thought that wasagreat insult. But anyway, thetwinswerebornjust asl got
out of Service and then when we came here we had one more and thought that was the
limit on our family. Thetwins, one of them, well - dl three of them - went to the University
here and one in the College of Agriculture in Horticulture. He's now in the Forst Service
up at Santa Fe and in charge of Recregtion in one of the Digdtricts. He has a nice three-
and-a-hdf million dollar budget to play with. The other oneis a Pharmacist. He got his
degree here in Pharmacy and he's in charge of a pharmacy in the city that was the first
capitol of Cdifornia- Auburn. He's in charge of the Long Pharmacy in Auburn. They
both enjoy their jobs. The son that was born here, Larry, isthe Audio Visud Director at
Cochise College and he lives at Bisbee.

Grandkids?

We have three grandaughters.

They keep you busy?

Wl one of them just graduated from the University of Cdifornia at Santa Barbara, the
youngest oneistrying to come here, and the one that's the daughter of Jm over in Auburn
is going to school to be a pharmacist over there in Cdifornia somewhere.

Now let's go back to 1952 when you first came out to Arizona. Wasthat kind of a shock?
Did you know what you were coming into - the wegther - the climate - the Situation that

was here?
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Wl the reason that we came out was that - well 1'd been here in Tucson once before and
it was addightful vidt, and exchanging correspondence with my sster, Venice, whowas-
I'll think of whet her tittewas. Anyway, we had been down here and it was a ddightful
placetoliveand dl, so | sad, "Why don't you see if you can get me ajob down there?"
She knew a fellow from Logan who was a USDA man working in the College of
Agriculture and he told her about the Head of the Agronomy Department having gone
down into the Middle East and that job was open. He knew me and he knew my
background and he said, "Why don't you apply?' | gpplied and my gpplication was put
inthe"round" file. The Dean at that time, | forget his name, said, "My God, I'm going to
check on this" and he went to a Western Experiment Station meeting and asked the
Director from the Utah State Experiment Station if | was a Mormon. Walker - Roger
Waker sad, "Y es, he comes from aMormon family.” The Dean said, "Oh my God, I've
got enough Mormons on the faculty dready,” and so he put my gpplication in the "round"
file. Right after that he had reached retirement and they werelooking for anew Dean and
Phil Eckert was appointed.

Was he gppointed Dean?

Yes. He came here as Dean of the College of Agriculture - | guess it was in 1951.
Anyway, they hadn' filled the job of Head of Agronomy so he was looking through the
files and he saw my application and said, "He looks pretty good - background - what
happened?’ The ex-Dean told him and Phil said, "Well, that's not a problem with me so
LaRue (5p7) Chapman, who was from the University of Illinois - he wasin the College of
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Agriculture - anyway, he was going back thereto visit so Phil Eckert had LaRue look me
up to see whether | would be interested and what kind of aguy was|. Heinvited meto
come down, and Ada, after he had gone through alittle more checking, and | looked the
job over and he looked me over and | got the job. | reported for duty then the first of
February in 1952.

How big was the department then?

W, the department had three positions locally. There was a part-time postion up the

Mesa Experiment Farm - . There were only three regular

positions in the Department of Agronomy besidesthe Head of the Department at that time.
One of them was LaRue Chapman - he was mostly teaching. Then Howard Korris (?)
who was mosily on weed control, and then Bill, | can't remember hislast name. Well there
were only two of them working at that time as Bill, who had been the Cotton Agronomigt,
had quit so that job was open. So there was only two members of the Department when
| showed up. | had to start teaching Crop Ecology the first day | reported on the job.
So teaching was a pretty big part of the respongbility.

Wall, it was.

Do you remember what the research projects were? | know cotton was certainly one -
citrus?

No, that was in another Department - Horticulture.

Horticulture - okay. Vegetables?

The breeding of crops - that wasin Plant Breeding. That was headed at that time by ...
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Weasit Bryan?

Waker Bryan - yes, he was Head of Plant Breeding.

Did you have any idea of working with soybeans when you came out here to see if they
would grow in Arizona?

There had been some testing of soybeans but it never did catch on and | didn't see the
possihility of it fitting into the scheme of things out here because, in order to have a crop
such asthat you have to have amill to handle the beans. Anyway, | wasn't too much...
What were the projects then?

The projects at that time were weed control and LaRue Chapman did some work with
forage crops and the other job was in cotton production. That was with

Bill down - he was oh, twenty miles down...

Wasit Green Vdley?

Yes. Theresalittle town near

Amado?

That'snot it. Anyway, he was farming down there and he had been a very good cotton
production researcher. He had worked well with Bryanand Predey and he was pushing
thislong-staple cotton. I'll think of Bill'slast name one of thesetimes. But anyway, he had
quit. He found plenty to do with developing anew farm down there in that area.

Did you work much with the outlying Experiment Stations - or did we have outlying
Experiment Stations?

Ohyes. We had them but the cotton program at that time was being handled by the
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USDA and they were over - the cotton people - on the Indian Reservation at Sacaton.
The USDA cotton program, both for long and short-staple, was at Sacaton. They had,
in addition to Breeder's Day, (end of 1t Side of tape).

That's where the smdl grain was being...

No. They had quite agroup of personnel for cotton research and they had, especidly, a
good program in cotton breeding. They had an Agronomist and -- but it was, in my
opinion at that time, that they werent really in good contact with the Arizona cotton
growers. Thiswas amain crop, even then - both long-staple and short-staple.

By then long-staple had become one of the mgjor crops?

That'sright. It was a specid crop as developed and they were adapting varieties. Now
this was where Waker Bryan came in. He's the one that developed the long-staple
variety, and his program was just coming into production at that time.

Did that become "Pima" then?

Yes.

Where did Predey enter into the thing?

Widl, Predey was working entirdy on short-staple while Bryan was working on long-
staple. Wedidn't have an Agronomist so that was one of the jobsthat wasfilled early and
we got someone to work on grains - particularly sorghum - which was becoming popular
then.

What did you use sorghum for, molasses?

No, asagrain crop.
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Did that develop asamgor crop? We don't grow much sorghum in this State any more,
do we?

Wi, not as much, it seemsto me, aswe did once upon atime. | don't think we're doing
as much cattle feeding aswe used to. That'swhere we were using the sorghum grainsand
the amdl gransin generd.

Okay. Soyou added a couple of positions. That was one of your first jobs. You saw
some need right there.

We continued to grow.

From ateaching stlandpoint as well as research.

That'sright. The teaching program - well, we got some people in that enjoyed teaching
and weredoing agood job. Very soon after that we got Massengale and K. C. Hamilton.
About that time they added the people in Range Management from Botany - they didn't
like to be in Botany. So we became the Department of Agronomy and Range
Management for a few years and then when they decided to do something on water
management in the mountains, why then the range people left usto go into a Department
of Watershed Management. That back was in the days of Bob Humphrey. He was in
charge a that time.

He was the renegade that caused that?

Hewaspart of that, yes, and that wasokay. Very shortly after that, inthe early sixties, the
department findly became Agronomy. Bryan retired and Predey took over the
Department of Plant Breeding but hewasn't particularly interested in being an administrator
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so then it became the Department of Agronomy and Plant Breeding. | forget when it
became Plant Sciences.

Weas Lee Stith one of those in Plant Breeding?

Yes | hired him.

You hired Lee?

| hired him for ajob in Agronomy but he had done work in sorghum breeding over in New
Mexico.

Somewhere dong the line Horticulture added on to Agronomy.

It became Plant Sciences.

So Flant Sciencesincluded small grains, cotton, dfdfa, horticulture, citrus, vegetables . .

Yes, thewholeworks. Let's see-- | don't redly think Horticulture joined at that time.
Burkhart was head a onetime. | know his son and Burkhart was Head of Horticulture
a onetime.

He was Head of Horticulture when | came.

The reason | know that is because | know Ford who teaches Journalism here at the
Univeraty. Now you developed alot of programs- oh, for instance, up a theMesaFarm
with Bill Fitzgibbons. . .

You know - back in those days there was a close working relaionship between the
research program and production - the problems of Arizona farmers and ranchers. My
philosophy had aways been - maybe it wasinherited from someone e se - but we worked

13



Graham:

McAliger:

Graham:

McAliger:

Graham:

on the basis that each person in the department would have his primary responsbility
towards Arizonds agriculture and so that caled for gpplied research for production or
breeding crops for specific needs, etc.

Y ou mean you were working with the farmers, the producers and the growers directly?
Particularly with the County Agents.

The Extenson Service.

The way | encouraged our faculty was to have their primary effort in serving Arizona
agriculture on the applied end then have - dong in that program - whatever research was
necessary to solve problems. In the problem-solving areayou could have some basic as
long asit didn't detract from the gpplied program that the Arizonafarmers needed. | fet
that our Branch Stations were especidly important - everyone in the department was
expected to have their program spread to the branch stations. The main ones being, of
course, inthe Salt River areaand Yuma. At that time we had the MesaFarm, the Cotton
Research Center, which was devel oped inthe early 1960's, and thetwo Y umaFarms. One
wasin the valley for food crop production and the other up in the sandy areaon the mesa
The programs were dightly different in these two areas. And then we had the farm over
at Safford and the farm out at Marana. So we had the facilities and the superintendents
on the farms worked very closdy with the faculty members of the Experiment Station,
however they wanted to be called - the researchers. There was just alot of work going
on and that somehow seems to have gotten smdler.

The success of those programs, then, you would credit to a bunch of guys that redly
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enjoyed working with each other at the Univeraty, the stationsand the producersaong the
way, t00?

That's right. They al got acquainted with the farmers because they worked with the
County Agents and after they got to the point that they needed some seed increase for a
plant breeder or production work after somebody found something that |ooked good out
on the farms and ranches, why then they would go into collaboration with the County
Agents and the farmersin the area.

It was a great big cooperative family. | would like to mention one guy who was a pretty
good friend of yours, John Burnham, certainly didn't hurt mattersany in hisrdationwiththe

news media and how they could get information out through the journdidtic

Right. Well, it just fit.

Wi, everybody just worked together red well.

About that time, in the 1960's, | went down to Brazil for two years.

What was that?

Wel, | was Chief of Party of the Arizona project down there with the University of Ceara
Was that the old Point 4 program?

It was the Agency for International Development program. They had one of their offices
over on the coast and we had to collaborate with the US.

Was the project dready established when you went down there?

Yes. It was established by - well, the first Chief of Party was Bill Pigtor.
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| didn't know that.

Yes. | replaced him.

What was the aim of the project?

The am of the project was to develop a University program in agriculture that would be
somewhat Smilar to what we have in the States and this meant that we had to assst them
and their faculty - it wasn't just at Fortaleza - there were others in the program.

In Brazil, or dl over the world?

Widll, dl over theworld. But there was onein the Centrd part of Brazil and another one
out on the East Coast.

Where was Fortaleza?

Fortaezais Northeast Brazil.

Along the coast?

Y es, on the coast.

What sort of terrain wasthat - coastal plains?

Yes. And they had an experiment farm - it wasn't much - but wetried to get it functioning
to help them in their crop production and livestock programs. As | recdl it there were
fifteen of us down there, at the maximum between twelve and fifteen in the various
department aress.

All from the University of Arizonaor from dl over the States?

Our program - | guess maybe it never got to be fifteen - it was eight or nine when | was
there. We were trying to help the University of Ceara develop and so we were sending
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students to the Univergity of Arizona for advanced degrees, as well as helping them get
things started on a research program.

Do you recdl - wasthisan old university or was it relaively new?

It was one of the old ones. It was trying to develop into something that would help
agriculture in Northeast Brazil.

Do you remember any of the main projects. Were they with crops primarily -- cotton?
There wasn't much on cotton. It was big on forage crops and fruit crops and dl of the
aress of livestock production improvement -- poultry -- well, the whole works.

The program went on for ten or twelve years?

Yes.

Do you fed good about the results of the input by you and the others. Did it accomplish
anything - do you fed that it was a good sort of thing to have happened?

| think that it got them started. They didn't haveany program - well, it had started up abit
with the first group that went down. | was in the second group that wasthere. So there
were things started by thetime | got there so it was ameatter of helping them sdect people
that should come to the States for advanced degrees to go back down. Thisisthe part,
of coursg, | think - there was some help for the experiment farm that seemed to have some
possihilities but | think that the program in helping themget the properly trained peopleto
run aprogram in Agriculture was - | think we accomplished some of this but not the end
means, that's for sure. | don't know what's been going on - it's been fifteen years since |
retired.
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| think thereis till aclose rdationship. | know there are till people that come up from
Brazil - come here - that till have agood feding about the College of Agriculture.

It was a pleasure to be down there.

What are some of the unusual things you might recal - the mud - some of the rain -
bureaucracy - or someof the thingsaong that line that might have been frustrating for you.
Well, I'd have to think about thet for awhile.

All in dl it was a pogitive experience?

Yes. There were some discouraging things and some encouraging things. For example,
as Chief of Party, Adaand | had to put on socid activitiesthat would include the Governor
of the State - that type of guest. It was acompletely new experience.

| wanted to ask you how Ada enjoyed it down there.

She enjoyed it. There were bad things, too. But weve forgotten the bad things.

There were SO many poditive things?

We had our own car down there and we had a nice apartment.

Did you ever go back down?

No, | never did. It'sa pretty expensivetrip.

So what happened when you came back from there. Y ou were there two years. When
you left here you were Head of the Department?

And Assgtant Director of the Experiment Station. When | came back, they said | could
be ether.

But not both.
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| choseto be Assgtant Director of the Experiment Station and my time, from then on, was
with the Branch Stations,

Y ou were Director of the Branch Stations?

Y es - Director of the Branch Stations and the programs that were going on.

What changes have you seen in the Branch Saionsin the College of Agriculture. Just any
changes - | know there are alot of changes but are there any that you are concerned
about?

W, somehow | redlly hate to be critica as long as I've been separated. All of my
opinions have been from talking to people as | happened to meet them. | haven't spent
muchtime on the campus. |'ve talked with somebody like the Head of the Cotton Center,
Bill Fitzgibbon, and he thinksit's completely goneto hell. | don't believe that, of course.
But it does seem to me, Gordon, that the emphasis on working with farmers and ranchers
has dropped off very much.

Paticularly from that time that you mentioned a little while ago when everybody
cooperated.

That'sright. The County Agents, intheir programsat onetime - everybody wasinterested
in what was going on. Not so much in the aress of research -- there doesn't seem to be
very much gpplied research going on.

We don't see the application of thefly likewe did therefor awhilelikethey were breeding
the fliesup in the Phoenix area - the sterileflies. | listened to aradio program the other day
and the person said, (I can't remember who it was)) "I think we're going to find that the
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addition of these chemicals - these growth factorsthat we've added are not asbad asthey
seem. They've done their great job. There's probably just as much bad in the crops
themsalves asthere isin the things we've added and these pesticides and the weedicides
and al these have been much more of a help than they have been a detriment to human
hedlth and our production.” Do you believe that?
| think so but | dso think that because of the lack of close collaboration with, say the
agriculturd elements that are usng these chemicals, and the people that are using the
products from those - that it isn't as active as it was once upon atime. That's what it
seemstome. | shouldn'tbe. . .
It's not aquestion of criticism. | just was curious - we've come along way in agriculture.
Weve done alot, and a lot of that progress was made from the 1940's to the 1960's.
There was tremendous progress made during those times. And that was the time when
you were in there swinging with both fists.
| wasn't done. Tomeit'sinteresting that the effort has gone to the biotechnol ogy thing that
you hear so much about and so little any more about the. . .

Some of the things that gpply right out on the farm where lifeisred.
Yes. | don't hear any more about - you used to hear  (end of reverse Side of Tape #1)
We were discuss ng something about the cooperation between the County Agentsand the
growers and the Experiment Station. 'Y ou think that caused alot of the progressthat was
certainly supportive factor.
For so many years, in the 1960's and going on into the 1970's, but particularly in the
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1960's | think there wasthe most collaboration - cooperation - exchange of ideas and the
associ ation between the producers and theresearchers, the Experiment Station peopleand
the Extension people - the gpplied work and the basic work came second and to me for
someone with an area suchasours, agriculturdly, their work to help the producers should
be the number oneresponsibility and then theresearch programto solvethe problem. This
biotechnology stuff - a certain amount of thet isfine for a person to keep up with what's
goingoninhisfied. But these other things- helping the producersregardless of what kind
they are - that should comefirst in aresearch program for this sate.

Help solve the problems out on the farm where life isred?

That's right.

Some of the Fidld Days were very successful then and that was certainly a collaboration
between the farmers and ranchers and extension and research. People dl came together
to exchange idess a the Field Day.

Yes. Therewas aclose collaboration - exchange of ideas and that sort of thing. It was
very important.

Who are some of the people that you recal?

Okay, let metdl you the ones| probably had the best results from cooperating. Downin
Yuma, the one that | remember most is Frank Pritchard. What an excellent job hedid as
Director of their Station down there. He collaborated with everybody and had a good
rapport with the research people as well asthe people that it took to run the Experiment
Fam. Inthe Sdt River Vdley, of course, thereésawhole group. Thefirst onewasDave
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Apley (sp?).

| don't remember him.

He camefirs. He was the one that was respongible for developing the Mesa Farm. D.
Pew took over from him. Dave was good and Bill Fitzgibbon was an excellent Research
Farm Manager, too, because he ran his staff well and everybody cooperated for him.
Wil organized plots out on the farm.

Yes. Heworked well with both the Experiment Station and the USDA people that were
located there.

How old was that station - do you remember?

| helped develop the Cotton Research Center in the late 1950's. Harold Myers had been
here for awhile as Dean. That wasredly an effort of collaboration between the farmers,
Extengon, the Research people - everybody collaborated in the development of the
Cotton Center. TheMesaFarm, of course, that wasthe earliest - it was well along when
| came into the program. The guy that redly developed the farm was Dave Apley. He
lived on the farm - wdll, he lived it. Most everybody liked Dave Apley and then D. Pew
did afine job taking over from him. | can't remember the guy that was the Horticulturist
over on the Citrus Farm. That felow did agood job. Thenthefarm over a Safford did
some good for that area but there redly wasn't abig enough investment - it wasamatter
of where thework was needed the most and that Station didn't "shin€" no matter what you
did.

Y ou mentioned Sacaton earlier. Did we have afarm there?
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No. The Sacaton Station was entirely Federd until the Cotton Research Center was
developed. Then they al moved over to the Cotton Research Center.

That was USDA, then.

Yes. They had certain acreage there on the reservation where they did their research
work. Therewasascientist thereintaxonomy for yearsthat did aterrificjob for Arizonas
basc plant identification - the wholeworks. | can't think of what hisnameis, but he never
went over to the Cotton Research Center. That program was finished before they I eft.

| don't think you can mention the Cotton Research Center without mentioning Jeannie
Schmidt.

Oh, yes. Jeannie lived that place!

Shefollowed on down to the "Big Mac". She worked there, too.

You know I've never been there?

Y ou've never been there?

Named after me - | know all about it and | know the areaand all that.

Who are some of the other people? The Wuertz's?

Howard and Wilbur.

Any of the other cotton growers. Russ Schlittenhart, you worked with him, didn't you.
No - but | remember that name.

Cotton ginners?

| should remember some of the people in the feed busi ness because they were important
inintroducing new varieties. I'm sorry. Maybeif | think about it awhile, | can remember
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some of the people's names.

Graham: Okay. What about one of your cohorts that you brought here - Martin Massengale.
Whatever happened to Martin?

McAliger: Wi, he's now President of the three or four universties - he's President of the whole

system in Nebraska

Graham: He was Head of Plant Sciences, wasn't he?

McAliger: | hired him and | got to have him replace me when | went to Brazil. And when | came
back, he stayed on.

Graham: | didn't redlize that.

McAliger: Yes. Hewasaterrific guy.

Graham: Where did he come from?

McAliger; Hewasinthe military. Hewas one of these fantastic ones. He got hisearned degreesin,
| think it was Virginia and then went to Wisconsin. He got his Bachelor's degree at
something like eighteen and then he went right onand got his Ph.D. and then was sucked
into the military and | gave him hisfirst job when he came out of service. Hewasn't inthe
military sovery long and | forget just what that part of hislifewas. 1t wasjust ashort time.

Graham: Y ou recognized the road there.

McAliger: Oh, yes.

Graham: Okay - some of the others - Harold Myers is certainly one of the people you worked
closdy with.

McAliger: Yes. Hewasn't much of an inspiration.
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He had some strong points.

Yes.

Bill Pistor - hewas alively old codger, wasn't he?

Yes. | remember going over to the UA Medica Center when hewassick. Hebared his
belly to me and showed me where they had cut him open. He was quite aguy.

W, you've got lots of good memories from a great time. What are some of the mgor
projects? Y ou worked on soybeans - but as Head of the Department you never did work
on much research, did you?

No, | never had any projects of my own.

But the Fortaeza thing certainly was a successful project that can be credited to you as
well asthe soybean work that you did back in lllinois. 'Y ou worked with the organizations
herein the Sate, I'm sure.

| tell you that | had a good fedling about the relationship | had with the seed industry and
the Crop Improvement Association. The seed industry wasimportant to al the cropsand
they cooperated and actually collaborated in parts of the program where we needed help.
And certainly they intermingled with the Anima Science Department because you were
kind of the fuel for some of their products.

| guess the onethat | enjoyed most was Carl Rubicek. Weredly saw eyeto eye.

Is there anything ese that you ought to put down on this - something we haven't talked
about?

| can't think of anything a the moment.
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You will tonight.

Y ou know, the funniest thing was that | couldn't remember Howard Cord's (Sp?) name -
one of the two guys that was here when | came. | had about a half-hour's nap and then
that name came to me,

W, you certainly have made alot of friends around the state and had an enjoyable time
while you were here. | know, from working withyou, that you contributed atremendous
amount.

With that, were going to close off with Dean F. McAlister and from here well get this
down on typewriter type and you'll get a chance to review it and make any additions or
corrections.

Okay. I'll spend time withit.

We're going to start the tape back up again because Mac wants to talk just alittle about
the Crop Improvement Association. The fellow that | knew was Bob Sackett who came
down here from Wyoming. | worked with him in Wyoming.

He's presently retired fromit. The one that was the Manager of the Crop Improvement
Association when | came was Harold Jacka. | used to go with him to meet with the
farmers that were having their crops certified for seed production and he introduced me
to the commercid peoplein theseed industry in Arizona. They have been, and | guessill
are, avery important part of the crop programs - both from the improvement standpoint
and the production.

What was the respongbility of the Crop Improvement Association?
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Theres one in every State in the United States.

Isthat state or federal?

It'sstate and thereisaNationd Association. They arethe agency that maintainsthe purity
of the seed varietiesthat are used commercidly. Thereisavery definite sequence of events
that are followed from the time that a new variety of any of our crops, both field and
horticulturd - a very definite program that goes from the time that the seed leaves the
breeder, who developed the variety, al theway up until thetimethat it gets out for farmer
use. Therésavery closdy watched program that kegpsthe seed pure asthe origind seed
production goes on from the variety isused. There'sthe registered seed that is grown on
aparticular acreage and isinspected for any mixtures. If there are mixtures, it is not used
asa"named’ variety. The registered seed goes out to somebody who produces the seed
that's going to be used by the growers and the person then that runs this whole program
is the Secretary of the Crop Improvement Association - Harold Jacka and then Bob
Sackett.

Who finances this program?

The seed growers.

Do they have aBoard of Directors?

Yes. It costs money to get your seed certified as being a particular variety. The farmer
that grows it hasto pay acertan . . .

He would have trouble slling it if he didn't have it certified.

That's right.
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What relationship does the Seed Improvement Association have with the College of
Agriculture?

The College of Agriculture provides office space and that's about it. They have been out
a the Campbel Avenue Farm but while | was there, their office wasin the Ag Building.
So that was a close tie with producers?

Yes. The Presdent of the Crop Improvement Association is afarmer - a seed growe,
and the Directorsare dl in the business. It isavery credible association and the business
of keeping the varieties of fiedld and horticultura crops ..

Horticulture, too?

They handled the certification of fruit trees, but not - | guess the Crop Improvement
Association only handlesfield crops. Thereis an association in horticulture, too, but I'm
not familiar with that one.

Isthat it for now - ready to Sgn off?

Yes.
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