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John, what did you do before you came to the University of Arizona?
| was in Fargo, North Dakota, where | was with the North Dakota State University
Agricultura College as Experiment Station Editor.
When did you come to Arizona?
Thefirg of July, 1956.
What were you hired to do?
Also as an Experiment Station Editor, hired by Dean Harold Myers.
Y ou've been in Arizona ever Snce?
For nearly 40 years.
Who was a Ag Communications when you came here?
The only one who was here as an editor then was Joe McCldland, the Extenson Editor,
and he had aMrs. Mitchel (I think her name was) as his assstant, 0 a the dart there
were only three of usin the office.
What kind of things did you do in those days?

A little bit of everything and an awful lot - research bulletins, popular bulletins, some

photography, getting out the little magazine, Progressive Agriculture, writing the Dean's

editorid for that publication. After ashort timel becameaware of the ethnic "color” of this
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Universty inthisarea, and | felt there was one group we had not served and that was the
people who actudly did the hard, sweaty work of agriculture. Those, of course, werethe
Mexican Americans. | had the idea of getting out a weekly Spanish-language radio
program, a short program, in which we would have Mexican music interspersed with
agricultural and homemaking itemsthat would be helpful, especidly to the Mexican family
and the Mexican farm worker.

Did you actudly do the tapes?

No, | had aMexican-American sudent do thevoicing. All | did was preparethe materid,
and we sent out that program on tapesto the Spanish language stationsin Y uma, Phoenix,
Tucson, Nogaes and Agua Prieta. They were very well received.

How soon did your department grow?

| remember that Dean Myers gradualy added people. Well, | had a student helper,
Harold Wylie. Joe McCleland, who, by the way, was an excdlent Agriculturd editor -
one of the best who was ever in the business, had his helper, Mrs. Mitchell. | acquireda
sudent helper, part time, and | think we dso had one secretary. That wasthetotd for the
department.

That's very few people to do dl the kinds of jobsyou had to do. How soon did you start
going out in the Sate?

As soon asthey would let me. Ralph Hawkins was the Experiment Station Director. He
was very tight with the money and very dow to authorize any tripsout into the state, sowe

had to more or less manufacture reasonsto get out into the state. Actudly, getting thefed
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of the State, the different areas of the state - the north, south, west and the east - to learn
about the state - that was most hdpful in doing the job. We had to have afeding for the
entire state in order to be completdly effective. So, dthough it was not recommended, |

got out into the state as much as possible.

Where did you go? What kind of people did you meset out in the Sate?

Wi, | went to the Branch Experiment Stations, of course, up in the Valey in Maricopa
County, and in Yuma and Safford. | learned alittle bit about the soil and wesether in the
areas. For ingtance, our Safford Station was mostly asdlinity test sation because both the
river water and the well water there were very sdty, and we would try out different crops
there to see thair ability to withstand the stress of sdlinity.

In Yuma you had an entirdly different climate, extremely warm, more humid - a
completdy different climate than any other part of the Sate.

Maricopa County, of course, was the agricultura county in the state. The greet
variety from small grains, dfdfa, livestock, to citrus- citrusitsaf wasacompletely different
thing than I'd ever seen before. We had no citrusin North Dakota.

Who were some of the people that come to mind when you think of when you were first
here?

Wél, the most colorful one was, of course, old Pickrell who was the Director of the
ExensonSearvice. Heredlly ramrodded that outfit and ran it with afirm hand and was very
effective. He chose his people carefully and kept track of them carefully. Very recently

| have heard people tell how they were hired by "Old Pick”, and how he would first
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telephone al over the country to find their antecedents - to find out if they were ether
Jawish or Mexican or Catholic, some of the things he could not stand.

The Dean then was?

The Dean was Harold Myers. There were some great peoplethere, Dr. Predey in short-
daple cotton and Professor Bryan in long-staple cotton. Cotton, of course, was
completely new to somebody who had grown up in the midwest. There were colorful
people throughout the whole college. T he
interesting thing to me - and well find thisin dl of the great universities, | suppose -- isa
man whom they say isa"great scientist but he just can't write'. To me, the man who has
the knowledge and cannot convey it someway to another is like saying, "He's a great
cowboy but he's afraid of horses" There were two or three like that.

Did you work with them?

| tried to, occasondly successfully, often not successfully.

What do you fed were the important things that you did in those first years thet redly
helped agriculture in the Sate?

| can't think of any particular thing. | had agreat liking for my Spanish-American tapes -
the Mexican tapes - because | fdt that we were reaching a public which was not reached
by any other medium. We had some of those Spanish-language radio stations speak so
highly of those tapes, and that comforted me very much.

Dean Myers, of course, had no fedling for that. He disdained it. | think | was being

charged $20 a tape by the student to make the trandations, put in the music, put the thing
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together and have these tapes prepared for digtribution. And after a few months Dean
Myers, who had no fedling excepting for the Anglo big ranchers who supported the
College, asked me either to pay for it mysdlf or todropit. Sol paid that $20 aweek for
those tapes mysdf for severd weeks until 1, mysdlf, ran out of fundsto do it.

| fill felt that we had an obligation to dl of the people of this sae - any publicis
divided into many little publics - and if you are not serving dl of them, you're not doing
your job. | remember old Dean Walster up in North Dakota fdt that, until a Land-Grant
College did something beneficid for every acre and every human in the date, the job was
not completely done.
This philosophy has been a ruling philasophy for you - I've known you, John. When did
you come closest to doing this?
Fird, | haveto tdl you about one little incident which isnot germane -- but maybeitis. In
North Dakota | was getting out a swatch of news stories every week, five to eight news
stories - some of them obligatory. |If somebody got an honor, we had to write a story
about it even though that had no newsvaue. There were othersthat were obligatory that
had no great news value.

| think the classic thing, coming from 25 years of newspaper work before coming
to aLand-Grant Univergity, was the fact that in the summer in North Dakota, | would go
back to the Fargo Forum newspaper, where | had been employed before, and | remember
going back one June - the fird thing they threw a me was my big fat envelope full of, |

think, eight stories. Making that trangtion from the Agricultural Editor a a college to a
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newspaper reporter on anewspaper, | threw away al but one of them. | cut it from about
aght paragraphs down to three, which shows how your viewpoint hasto adjust to the job.
Were you responsible for news releases here or dedling with media here in Arizona?
Here, dso. | cultivated avery close reationship with the newspapers of the gtate. | think
that persona relationship, knowing - at least on the daily newspapers - who was handling
the story that | was sending out was very important - to know them on afirst-name basis.
Nothing is quite equd to that persond relaionship.

What about the faculty and staff of the College? Who do you remember knowing on a
first-name basis then before things started spreading out quite as much as they are now?
| do remember one thing that at that time the whole College was in one building. Home
Economics was up onthethird floor And that wasall the College amounted to -- just that
one building. It was after | came here that they built the Home Economics Building and

then subsequently, the Anima Science Building. The College itsdlf has grown quite a bit.

We had very good people out at the Branch Experiment Stations and dso in the
Extenson Offices out through the sate. There's one thing about Extension that very few
people redize and that isthat it is one of the very few federd programs that was foisted
upon its users and not requested by the users.

| ill remember back in Wisconsin in the 1920's when the County Board of
Supervisors would study for along time before putting up their share of the money to hire

aCounty Agent. Hewasn't quiteaccepted at first. Whenthey got ail, for instance, he got
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what used to be the cod bin as his office, otherwise he got a broom closet - he was
shoved off into a corner and not quite accepted. | remember back in the 1920's many
farmers, probably with an eighth-grade education, would tdll us, "Well, I've farmed for 20
yearsand | ain't gonna learn nothing from a college boy," so Extension was forced upon
the user by the Department of Agriculturein Washington. The County Agent, over those
firg few decades, did amagnificent job in making himself and hisjob accepted and needed
and appreciated by the people in agriculture and, of course, dso in home economics.
Let's go back to Ag Communications. | know people were added. \Who were some of
these people that joined you as colleagues that you remember?

When my helper, Harold Wylie, left to go on to graduate school, the Dean hired George
Alstead and put Georgein charge of us, then later on, of course, we got Gordon Graham,
Bob Fowler and others. The Department grew and grew.

What changed about the jobs you did?

| think we started doing televison. | know that | was doing televison in agriculture here
before KUAT was established. Harold Wylieand | would go with George Brechan' who
was then in charge of the radio bureau at the University before therewas TV. Wewould
go up to Phoenix on a Saturday and we had an hour on Saturday afternoon on KGBK,

the ABC dation in Phoenix. That was an additiona job which | took on - did poorly

'Editor's Note: Frank Berecawas the first Generd Manager of KUAT TV, and no one at KUAT's
gtation had any recollection of a George Brechan, though the editor was uncertain of the correct spelling

of hissurname.
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because | just didn't have the timefor it.

| was doing popular bulletins, research bulletins research publications,
photography, thelittle magazine, the Spanish language program. Then the Dean was eager
to have us get into televison, so | would sdlect somebody with a topic which seemed
usable and would make up alist of maybe a hdf-a-dozen questions, rehearse with him for
maybe five or ten minutes during the week. Then wewould go to Phoenix, drive up there
ona Saturday afternoon, and | would try to space those questions out so we could cover
awhole hdf hour, or fill in.

Of course, every onceinawhile- | remember old Wally Fuller in Soilsgot acold
and couldn't talk. | asked him one question and he said, "Yes', | asked him another
question and he said, "Nope", | asked him the third question and he said, "'l don't know™,
and in three minutes I'd gone through my sx questions o | had to fill, by mysdf, for the
next 50 minutes with one break for acommercid in between.

In those days you just sat on two chairsin front of the cameraand . . .

That'swhat it was. | tried to make up some visuds of some sort or other but they were
pretty rudimentary, whatever they were. Luckily therewasavery good bal game on each
of the other two stations and we could make some very bad mistakeswithout word getting
back to the Dean's Office.

Did you eventudly do tdevison in Tucson?

Not with Ag Communications. | did later with the elderly, we did awhole seriesfor Senior

Citizens.
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All right. When did your duties change from Agricultureto Senior Citizens? How did that
happen?
When | became 70 - that was 1974 - | had no desireto quit, but 70 isthe obligatory age
at which one quits. | went to Swede Johnson, who was Vice President at that time, and
my Dean who was Dean Stairs - Gerry Stairs - and sold them on the ideathat the senior
citizen was anew public coming to Arizona

We were getting an in-migration of older people from colder dimates. If aLand-
grant Universty was to serve dl the people, it should aso serve senior citizens who had
their own speciad needs, desires and problems. So | stayed on for the next ten years as
a sort of an Extension Specidist in Aging - | suppose you could cdl it that. That included
meeting with senior groupsthroughout the state, talking to groupsfrom Holbrook to Y uma,
from Kingman to Douglas, and dso writing aweekly newdetter for the e derly which went
to the dderly organizations, the area agencies on aging, and dso to the media throughout
the state. Incidentally it was copied and used in at least three other States.
| remember that column very well. What kimd of topics did you usein it?
The traumaof retirement and, from my own experience, retirement was astraumatic asthe
death of your mother. Because the keystone of dl your life is the job - where you live,
where you work, what you do, who you work with - everything else is based on the
keystone of the job. When you take away that keystone, the whole thing collgpses as a
terribly traumatic experience. That wasonetopic. Therewere others, of course. Severa

ondifferent phasesof health and on activitiesfor theelderly, socid, hedlth, variousactivities
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Let'sgo back alittle bit into your years covering Agriculture. How often did you get out
in the sate?

As often as possible, but that was not very frequent. It was depressing that | could learn
things from our own people out in the Sate - the Extenson Agents and the Experiment
Station people - that | would not learn staying on campus. As a learning tool, the most
important thing of dl was to talk to the people out in the state and to see the state - it's
tremendoudy varied sate. Y ou can get a sunstroke in Y umaand you're look at a snow-
capped mountain in Hagsaff. 1t'sawonderful state.

How do you think the philosophy of the College has changed, if it has changed, since
you've come. You've seen it snce 1956 - that's pretty close to 40 years. If you look at
the overd| picture, what kind of changes - good or bad?

| fed very bad because | fed that the last step of research, getting research in aform and
to the people who can use it, is being neglected. | think there's no vaue to research until
you get it into the hands of people who can useit - inaformthey canuse. | fed now that
perhaps, because of fiscd limitations, the emphasis is on getting grants and working on
grant projectswithin the college and the last step, getting the information to the people, has
been neglected.

| think thereis one thing which is very bad and that is- | amtold thisand | believeit to be
true - there are many cases within our Univerdity, (and it is not limited only to this

Univergty) where a large corporation will give a grant to a research worker in the

10



Kingdon:

Burnham:

univergty. The research worker will do the work heisasked to do. He will not give that
informationto the generd public, which isthe responghility of the University, but soldy to
the corporation which furnished him that grant. He hopes they will give him another and
larger grant.

He may make a brief summary to fulfill thelega obligation of giving that information to the
public, but in too many cases, our research workers are workers only for corporations or
large organizations and the information which they produce does not go asrequired by the
Land-Grant Act to the full public. | think we're short-changing the public today in that
matter.

Following aong that question - the changes you've seen in Ag Communications in the
coverage - indeed how has Ag Communications changed from the days when there were
two of you, and that was it?

Wil it grew until there were adozen of us dl doing very useful work, but | understand
now that there's not even aDepartment of Agriculturd Communicationsany more. There
aretwo or three, asmall nucleus, housed in another Department.

The College or the Universty, one or both, have discounted the vaue of
Agriculturd Communicationsand | think thet's an awful thing. It'slikelearning about food
and preparing amed and then not serving it to the people who want to est it. Were not
serving the people who can use this information with information which we are expected
by law to serve to them. The farmer, the rancher, the home-maker, the man who has an

orange grove or is growing cantaloupe or lettuce out in the Yuma Vdley - | think were
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neglecting them.

When you look back over those years, who stands tall or short?

The one who stands talest, of course, was Richard A. Harvill who was President of the
Univeraty. | fet he wasthe best president the University hashad (in my time, of course).
Harvill got out to our Branch Experiment Stations, he got out to our Extension Offices -
if any member of the faculty walked across the campus and Harvill wasaround, hecaled
him by name, heknew usdl by name. | have known of hisgoing to our Y umaExperiment
Station and turning to one of the secretaries and asking about her younger sgter at the
university and how she's doing and what college, etc.

Heknew the people, he knew the antecedents of al the people, al of theranchers
throughout the state, aswell ason campus. | don't think that Situation has continued since
Havill left. Unless you have afeding for people, you aren't doing the job.

One thing that we'vefailed to redize aswe should is how important our people out
in the sate are to their communities. | think especidly of Frank Pritchard over a Y uma,
Bill Fitzgibbon up at the Valley, and Fred Turner over a Safford. In each case they and
thar families were part of the community. We, back here on the campus, cannot easly
redize how important farm people in the various counties and the various Branch
Experiment Stations are, in their own communities. We are extending the University to
those communities.

One thing that Dean Myers especidly wanted was a course in Agriculturd

Journdism, and for a year or so | had asmal group of students who presumably were
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going to graduate and be County Extenson Agents. | think | had about a dozen of them
who sat around the table with me, and we never did establish a course in Agricultura
Journdism, but | findly convinced the Dean that what was best was to have ajoint mgor
in Agriculture and Journdism. But that first year with those dozen students, most of them
farmboys and mogt of them planning to go into County Agent work, was very enjoyable.
Although it was one more job, and | was dready doing more than afull job.

| remember one thing that | tried to teach them was when you get on your jab,
don'tgo directly toyour office. Get out first into the town and county and meet the people
you are going to serve - meet the farm machinery man, meet the banker, meet the
agriculturd teacher of the high school, meet the Superintendent of Schools and meet the
guy who sdlls seeds and farm chemicdls, etc. Onceyou get tied down to the office, you'll

find you never havetimeto get out and make those contacts - So make those contactsfirst.

| remember reiterating that time after time and there was one kid who looked out
the window and didn't seem to pay much attention, so onetime | camein, turned to him
and sad, "The County Agent in Graham County was shot hunting deer yesterday - you're
going to pack up and go to Graham County tomorrow morning to be the new County
Agent. What'sthe firg thing you do - you're going over to Safford - what are you going
todo?' "Wdl" he sad, "I'd go into the Safford Cafe and drink a cup of coffee | sad,
"What?' Hesad, "I'm going to go into the Safford Cafe right there on Main Street and

have mysdlf a cup of coffee”
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| asked, "Have you forgotten what | said about meeting the banker, the farm
machinery man, the Superintendent of Schools and dl the other key people in the
community firg?" "Yeah," hesad, "l know about that." He continued, "Every damn one
of them isgoing to come in and have a cup of coffee before the day is over and isnt it
better to meet them over a cup of coffee than to bother them at work?' That kid got an

"A"
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