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Integrated Pest Management (IPM) depends on maximal use of ecosystems services for the 

control of target pests, and prevention of secondary pest outbreaks and costly pest resurgences. 

“Biorationals” can be key to exploiting ecosystems services such as natural enemy conservation, 

but are not a US-EPA recognized pesticide classification. They are generally considered to be 

compounds of natural origin and/or of such target specificity that they have limited or no adverse 

effects on the environment and beneficial organisms. Because ecosystems services are specific to 

the community they serve, a compound’s classification as “biorational” depends on the context 

in which it is used. This presentation will detail a working model for deploying successful IPM 

in high input / high value systems where multiple pests are managed through validated 

biorational and other approaches, and where growers make specific decisions to preserve 

valuable compounds for the future through proactive resistance management. 


